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I. EK 


REVEREND sIR. 


X 1-7 HEN men begin to think themſelves 
raiſed, in any point of view, above 
the level of mankind, I believe they ſeldom 
expect any applications from thoſe they think 
beneath them, but what are of a ſupplicatory 
nature. Probably, therefore, you had but 
little expectation of an addreſs of this kind 
from one, whom you lately treated with the 
moſt haughty diſdain and contempt, and 
triumphed over with the moſt victorious air, 
before a numerous congregation, on two ſuc- 
ceſſive Sundays, at the L—k chapel. But 
what you might fondly imagine would conſign 
me over to perpetual filence, and prove an 
inſuperable obſtacle in the way of any ſuch 
addreſs from me to you, proves to be the cauſe 
of this. And all ſurpriſe hereat muſt ceaſe, 
when you recollect that what is ſpoken in 
the pulpit before a numerous auditory, cannet © 
be anſwered by one of the congregation in an 
other way than from the preſs. _ 3 
As every profeſſor's character is inſeparably 
connected with the outward credit of the 
goſpel, it becomes a duty incumbent upon 
each, as well as a debt he owes to ſociety and 
himſelf, to maintain ſuch a character in life, 
482 | . 
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as 1s conſiſtent with his profeſſion ; and to 
vindicate it by all the lawful means in his 
power, when traduced or blackened : Seeing 


enquire into the motives of your conduct, _, 


fupercilious, and equally unbecoming the 


at his own bar, condemn, and paſs ſentence 
Bad the appearance of both. But the real ſtate 


Mr. T-—y's profeſſion in life being that 
ek a miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, 1 ſhall 
_ Eenſider him, in my preſent enquiries, in the 
We two-fold character of a gentleman and a 
> "ebriſtian : being fully perſuaded that they ar 
perfectly compatible, and that one throws an 
Additional luſtre upon the other, when both 
are preſerved free from blemiſhes. But not- 


you muſt excuſe me, if I uſe ſuch freedom 


(C3) 


the credit of the goſpel, as far is an individual 
can influence it, muſt riſe or fall in proportion 
to the conſiſtency or inconſiſtency of his cha- 
racer with the ſame. From this principle I 
am led, in vindication of my own character, 
to take this liberty with you, Sir; in order to 


reſpecting that treatment I lately received from 
you at the L—k chapel. A treatment, which 
muſt either indicate to All around ſomething 
very obnoxious or weak in the perfonfo 
treated: or, if no fuch charge can juſtly be 
1 him, muſt diſcover ſomething very 
gentleman and the chriſtian, in him, who, 
With ſuch an air of magiſterial dignity and 
conſcious ſuperiority, could publicly arraign 


on, the ſuppoſed criminal : or it might have 


of the caſe is now to be enquired into. 


withſtanding 1 ſhall conſider you in this light, 
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efiquittes ##tidets neceffary. I contets Tam 
not yet arrived to. ſuch a eps of ſtoiciſm, 
as totally to diſrep 155 every thing that may be 
faid of the, 48. K y affects to be; 


and to value iro mort than "afitthe powder 


* upon the cape of my coat, or a little duſt 
upon my ſhoes in a ſummer's day. Treadily | 


| 8 acknowledge I have the feelings, as well as 
infirmities, common to mankind: and When 


touched in any tender part, have too much 
ſenſibility, not to afſert my right of requiring} 
in a candid manner, an explanation of the 
conduct of any one from whom I reteive an 
injury. And I have the ſatisfaction of bein 
perſuaded that Mr. T==— y's polrtical pros 
ples will juſtify me herein. 

Without farther preface, therefore, I Hat 
| begin my enquiry with making this declara- 
tion, that after the moſt calm and diſpaſſionate 
contideration of the cavalier treatment I met 
with from you a few Sundays ago, you therein 
acted utterly. unbecoming a miniſter of the 
goſpel of Chriſt: it being without the 
leaſt provocation on my fide. A review of 


both our conducts reſpecting this affair will 
demonſtrate my aſſertion to be true. The 


: Rl 5 which I had juft publithed upon 


ternal Fuſtification, was, I juppoſe, ſo far 


the cauſe of your behaviour, as it lay a foun- 


dation for a jealous ſuſpicion in vou, that if the 


error therein treated of ſhould, in conſequence 


of that publication, loſe ground; then Mr. 
, as it was known he held it, might 


Mx 
godly a ily nog of that reputation, which 
So Inge 7 ee at the L—k chapel : 
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where he had given himſelf full ſcope in the 
exerciſe of his talents and abilities, both natu- 
ral and acquired. And having made a rapid 


Fo els in the art of extempore preaching, 
"a 


« 


was. too elate with the ſucceſs and conſci- 
ouſneſs thereof, to let any ſuppoſed attack. 
upon his fame paſs without ſhewing his dire 
reſentment, and letting the daring culprit feel 
the feverity of his tongue. Had there been 
any thing perſonal in the pamphlet reſpecting 
vou, Sir, it would have pleaded ſome excuſe 
for. your taking public notice of it: not that I 
think, even in that caſe, the pulpit would 
have been a proper place to have anſwered it 
from. If you had thought it worthy of any 
notice at all, the preſs would certainly have 
been the moſt proper. But every thing perſo- 
nal, or that could give the moſt diſtant hint 
that it was intended to refute any opinion that 
| you in particular held, was ſtudiouſly avoided 
* before it was ſent to the preſs. Yet there was 
but little need of ſuch precaution, ſince Mr. | 
1 had avowed the opinion in print, in 
dhe notes which he added to the two ſermons = 
of Mr. Hervey's, which he lately publiched: 


l which 1 confeſs gave me ſome diſguſt, as it 
1 made Mr. Hervey ſpeak a language after his 
[1 death, which in his life time he utterly diſ- 
. owned. * That you were not particularly 
1 b I have certainly a very great eſteem for Dr. Gill, yet J 
. never could aſſent to his Notion or ETeErRxaL.JuUSTIFICa- 
So, TION. I am very much obliged to you for pointing out to 
| FS me the paſſage in Theron and Ajpaſio, which ſeems to favour, 
| | or proceeds upon ſuch a Tenet.——— It ſhall be altered in the 
32 Wk next Edition. Hervey's Letters, Vol. 2. pa. 340. 
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pointed at in the pamphlet, you muſt be tho- 
rough y convinced by the bare peruſal of it: 
and your behaviour during the writing and 
printing of it (even when the report prevailed 
that it was againſt you) forbad me to expect 
you” would have made it perſonal, by any 
reſentment ſhewn at it, or public notice taken 
of it. You muſt remember, Sir, what you 
ſaid to me one evening, with an air of 
nature, in the L—k 2 namely, *£F will 
ce not come to ſee you ll your book is out, 
te becauſe I would not be thought to curry 
« favour; but I'll come when it is out, and 
give you my opinion of it. Had this been 
put in practice, whether you had come with 
d rod, or in love, you would have acted like 
the gentleman, theeetiriſtian,) and the friend-: 
you would have manifeſted thereby that you 
were influenced by the benign ſpirit of "tes 95 
goſpel, and have entirely prevented all the 
noiſe and clamour that fon been ſince made 
about it. And how could I have expected 
any thing but the fulfilment of your promiſe, 
ſo frankly made? And you know, Sir, that 
as ſoon as the book was printed, J ſent you a 
copy of it; and in a note, claimed your 
promiſe,” not doubting of its beiug complied 


with. But did 1 receive a friendly viſit 


from you? or a ſtill more friendly admo- 

nition or kind reproof for any thing wrong 

in my pamphlet? No, but a e e 
of conduct ſoon enſued. 920 

Some few days after the boak: was pad 

liſhed, à friend or two (one of them yours as 

: much 35 mine) informed me that Mr. T——y 
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hearing; had called it a four performance, 
and an in/ignificont thing: to which 1 ephed, 
filet Mr. Tommy: anſwer it then, if. it he ſo 
Kcaſy a matter.” (This I ſuppoſe was gonveyed 


$q.yau Sir 5 probably With Aowme. addytians : 


and I imagine it began to ſtir your pride 2 
little, that 4 ſhould haye the infolenge to dare 
you to an anſwer, And by the. ſequel, it ap- 
peared it had ſtirred up your. reſentment, 
Which lay for ſome time rankling in your 


breaſt. Jo ſpeak as contemptibly as poſſible 


of the book, was the expeddient you ifſt uſed 
to prevent its being fead. But ſtill the 
buſy author Was living, - and, might again 


be: meddling, if that — hauld ſuc- 


cged in reſpect to his book: , therefore ſome 


farther ſtep muſt be taken entirely to quaſh, 
not only the book, but the author's character 


with it. And the better the day, the better 
the deed; ſo no day ſo proper 28 Sunday: 
and no place ſo convenient as the Church; for 
mingling the deed with acts of deyotion, a 


ſanction would thereby be given to it. And 
now, above a fortnight- aſter the publication 


of the book, the day, the fatal day ] appeared, 


in which the congtegation aſſembled Ab. be 


-L-—k chapel was to be treated with a 


entertainment at my expence: when my good J 
name was to be ſacrificed to Mr. T——ys.. 
ATceputation. The firſt ſcene that was exhibited 


to the mental view, graced with all the figures 
of rhetoric, and the energetic, powers of elo- 
-quence was, (if I am rightly informed) that 
of an Urebin ; that is, a very little 85 N- 


— 
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ſome harmleſs inſignificant tricks, which 
— amuſe thoſe that were further advanced 
in years. — Next I made my appearance in 
the character of a child, of about four years old, 
with: af/raw in my hand; (and to ſhe my miſ- 
chievous inclination) running after a man and 
ſtriking him with it upon the back. In this ſcene 
there was a moral ſtruck out by the exhibiter ; 
by his obſerving, © how wrong it would be in 
the man, to turn round, and -knock 'down the 
child -with a poker. Well, but theſe repreſen- 
| tations were rather remote from the point in 
view, though they might ſerve as introductions 
to it: And now a ſcene, more pointed and more 
adapted to ſtrike the ſpectators, was introduced. 
A luekleſs boy comes hopping in mounted upon 
printed ſlilts — exceedingly ſarcaſtical this, as 
it had ſuch an immediate alluſion to my havi 
printed the pamphlet: printed ſtilits, was a, fine 
brilliant thought: and the idea of a child mount- 
ed upon them, ſerved to indicate how much 1 
was lifted up with what I had done. - But 
all.of a ſudden, by a wonderful dexterity and 
necromantic power, I was transformed into a 
little cur, running after a man on horſeback, 
and barking at the horfe's heels. This diſcove- 
red my eynical difpolition, and how apt I was 
to cavil and wrangle with every one. Thus was 
the pulpit profaned, and the chape! converted 
int a daughter houſe, to butcher Ro, cha- : 
racters in! | Ul 
Was this acting her the e apoſtle: paul; -who, 
hen he came to a people, determined to know 
nothing amongſt them, ſave jſeſus Chriſt and 
im cchaift eck ? * ag. tis preaching Chriſt to the 
B Dok people 


\ 


[3 


5 
| | C:20*) 
my | 
5 people, and ſalvation through hls name ? or Was 
{ 
| 


| this copying after his example Lou took notice 
| | in your ſermon ofourLord's condeſcention, meek- 
neſcs, and humility, in his addreſs to Simon, the 
Phariſee; who objected to Mary's freedom, in the 


pO OG Trae ages, — TIEN 
— : 


lit 

11 teſtimony ſhe gave of her love to her Lord, 
aaangointing his feet, and wiping them with the hairs 
HOW .of her head. He did not ſay to him, © You are 
not in the covenant, nor an elect perſon :” 
vor yet, Come not vigh me; keep at a diſ- 
Nig, t tance, thou vile hypocrite ! ” — No: but, 
11 Simon, Simon, I have et 0 ſay to thee: 
088 and then by a parable meekly and ſweetly re- 
proved him for his hard cenſure of Mary; and 
"8 inſtructed him in what he was ignorant of 
Et | before: namely, the way of ſalvation by free 
grace; and the effects it would neceſſarily pro- 
|; _ - duce in the heart it was received into. O that 
1s you, Sir, after making ſome ſuch excellent 
1 obſervations as theſe, had followed our Lord's 
11 advice upon another occaſion, and had gone and 
ane likewiſe. Was it not acting a quite contrary 
li; .| " part;"to endeavour to render a perſon, that had 
* not done you the leaſt injury, as deſpicable and 
008 contemptible as poſſible in the eyes of a congre- 
gation, in which he was pretty well known? 
1 Surely, Sir, this was ungenteel behaviour; this 
beſpoke the gentleman no more than the chriſ- 
tian. A conduct like this in civil life, if done 
bdaut in a public coffee-room (which is not half 
ſo public as a church) would have met with no 
it better return from a man of ſpirit, than the 
„ appellation of a pert coxcomb, and a pull by the 


[ ne; or perhaps, the diſcipline of the cane. 
RES: D. far be it from me to make a ſuch return 
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a8 myſelf, a large portion. 


C 
—y for his treatment of me. The 


| weapons of Our warfare are not ſuch: carnal ones: 
they are of a more ſp iritual nature; and are 


mighty through God Fay the pulling down the 


ſtrong holds of pride and ſelf- ſufficiency in our 
hearts, and of bringing us down to one anothers 


feet; yea of making each eſteem other better 


than themſelves—Of that grace which alone can 


effect this change, I wiſh Mr. T 8.6 as well 
Well; one might be led to conjetiings: that 

now all was ended; that you had ſufficiently 

vented your ſpleen, and that your rage and ma- 


_ lice were fully glutted with the revenge they 
had taken. But no; they were ſtill unſatisfied ; 
like infatiable beaſts of prey, which, having 
ſeized and torn a carcaſe and feaſted upon the 


fleſh, will not leave it till they have cracked the 
bones alſo. 1 happened not to be at the L-—k 


_ Chapel that Sunday morning; but I had friends 
enough there to bring me tidings of the uſaga ! 


had met with. And one of them, after he had 
related what had paſſed, added, «© Tf I had been: 


; the perſon ſo pointed at and rediculed, I ſhould 
fever have the face to appear again in the 
* congregation.” To whom I replied with 


ſome warmth, (being: aſhamed of his puſillani- 


mity) © Not appear there again! As I am not 
„ conſcious of having done Mr. T— 
* any other perſon the leaſt injury, if God ſpares 
* my life till Sunday next, I will go there nd N 
fit in the front of the gallery, as uſual; and 
Juſt fronting him too, if I can get there ſoon 


* oy | 


ar enough. And ] mentioned the ſame to a 


friend of yours afterwards : and added likewiſe, 
1255 5 - - at 
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that 1 ſhould put a challenge * in the news 
paper, for you to anſwer the book. This ſoon 
got wind; and amongſt your numerous lac- 
quies ſoon found a carrier: for the challenge 
was mentioned in the pulpit on the Wedneſday 
evening following; which was two days before 


it appeared in the paper. 


Sunday being arrived, I went as 1 abend 
to the chapel; and being i in time, 1 placed my- 


ſelf juſt oppoſite the pulpit; in order to convince 
the congregation I had done nothing that I had 


need be aſhamed of: and to let Mr. T 32 
know, that if 1 was a Harting cur, I was not a 


fneaking cur to him. Soon after the ſermon was 


begun, I had fome hints thrown out to me, that 
1 3 expect another attack to be made upon 

character. By and by a whole volley of 
. was ſent me, as a prelude to the grand 
ſcene. And ſoon the principal figures of the 
drama made their appearance: and a couple of 
groteſque ones they were: one, a man of fix. 


foot high; the other, a dwarf of two foot. and 


now began a eee calculated to let . 


— 


— Leſt any es, who did not ſee the challenge (a2 it is 
Caued) in the news paper, ſhould be led to think it was couched 
in any indecent terms, I thought proper to inſert it here, as it 
followed the advertiſement of che pamph HEE: i „ 

An offiating clergyman, at a chapel at the 2 end of the 
cc town, thought proper in his ſermon on Sunday laft, to treat 
„ the above pamphlet and its author with the utmoſt contempft; 
& becauſe it does not entirely coincide with his ſentiments. Ic : 
* was judged by many preſent, that it would have been more 
t becoming the gentle. man, the chriſtian and the divine, if, in- 
ec ſtead of pouriug forth n low, illiberal abuſe from the pulpit, 
& as barking cur, &c. he had, with ſolid arguments drawn from 


the Word of God, refuted the book from the preſs': which the 


<& ſaid gentleman is hereby called upon to do—— if he can. 
If the author walks upon prize: ted Ales they are bis WR, not 
yy anthers. " 1 

1 congregation, 


reſented ſuch an inſult upon his manhood, in 


* . ignorance you did it. 


{1 | = 
congregation know, that the man of ſix ſoot 
repreſented Mr: Ty; and the dwarf the 
author of the pamphlet. The dwarf was ſuppo- 
ſed to have ſent a challenge to the tall man, who 


the higheſt degree ; and began to ſtrut, bluſter, 
and ſwagger; and to treat the inſignificant 
dwarf with as much diſdain (but not half o 
calmly) as a. maſtif does ſometimes a little cur, 
that barks at him. But leſt the ſpectators of the 
ſcene ſhould be led to entertain any diſparaging 
thoughts of the tall man, reſpecting his want of 
courage, he appeals to them, © whether, if a 
child comes up to a man and ſays, I'll fight 
you it would not be beneath him to accept 
the challenge: and by that compariſon juſtifieshis 
conduct. Then, Sir, after having dran he-- 
curtain before the tall man and the dwarf, you 
Came forward a little, and attacked me more 
perſonally: not by hints, alluſions, and compa- 
riſons, but, ad hominem; with a Natbannie 
boldneſs. — © Thou: art the man. People 
| (faid you, in a haughty tone) may fend chal- 
lenges in the public pavers, and come here out: 
of a bravado, to front me, as they call it; and. 
to ſee what they can catch to carry away with 
them. How, Sir! not content with turning the 
pulpit into the ſcorners chair, and venting from 
thence. your ſarcaſtical wit; but mut you 
thruſt yourſelf into the throne of God too, and 
rob him of his prerogative to ſearch the heart? 
What could prompt you to put ſuch a conſtruc- 
tion upon my attendance on the ordinances? 
Did my behaviour in the church ever give you 
the leaſt reaſon for ſuch a conclufion ? I wet that 


1 Jul 4% . 

And now, Sir, permit me to aſk you ſome few 
plain queſtions reſpecting this matter, What was 
the cauſe of all this (to give it the ſofteſt epithet) 
ungenteeltreatment ? 1 — neither a robber of Sor 
abes nor a mover of ſedition: nor had any charge of 
1 immorality, that 1 know of, been fixed upon 
1 whereby I became obnoxious. to ſociety, or 
{a ſcandal to my profeſſion. . Nor had I, khow- 
ingly, offended you in any thing: except my 
baving oppoſed an error that you held could be 
14 conſtrued into high treaſon againſt your pontifi- 
cal dignity. Had there been any thing in the 
pamphlet pointed directly at you, or had your 

Character been even traduced in it; ſuch a high 
|| reſentment of the injury would but badly cor- 

' reſpond with the contemptuous declaration which 

'/ you at the ſame time made; namely, that 

& you valued what any body ſaid or thought of 

*, you, no more than a little powder upon the 

& cape of your coat, or a little duſt upon your 

« ſhoes in a ſummer's day, Very nobly ſpo- 

ben indeed! But you might have ſtaid Hl you 

haad got home to your dreſſing room or cloſet, I 

think, and not have bruſhed the duſt and pow- 

* der off in the church, to blind the eyes of the 

| congregation with it. But _ ſo very indifferent 
about your character, Sir? Paul, if J miſtake. 

not, exhorted Timothy (a young miniſter too) 

to be more careful of his: and amongſt the qua- 

| _ lfications requiſite in a miniſter for preferment 

in the church, he mentions theſe two; firſt, 

gat he be not @ Novice; left being LiFTED UP | 

WITH PRIDE, be fall into the condemnation ef the 
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WISE. And Mr. 1 


report even 0 of 4 kh are without. But how 
does your conduct agree with ſuch declarations 


of indifferency about what is ſaid of you? Per- 


haps you are determined to get out ofthe common 


| beaten road; to difregard it when /ometbing is 
faid of you; and to be extremely angty when 
nothing is ſaid about you. Why ſo much diftur- 


bed, Sir, with the innocent prattling of à child, 
as to run and tell ſome hundreds of people of it? 


As you affected to think ſo contemptibly of the 


pamphlet, why ſhould you take ſo much notice 
of it, as to make it the ſubject of publie decla- 


mation? Think you, Sir, theſe inconſiſtencies 
in your conduct are not diſcernable to any? 


Though ſome may be ſo dazzled and blinded 


with the luſtre of your gifts and abilities, that 
they cannot perceive them, n others 8 their | 


eyes ſtill open. 


But {urely, Sir, it could not fail to Uni the 
moſt grave-of-face to exerciſe their riſibility, if 
. they had any left, to hear you raiſe a diſpute with 
an imaginary antagoniſt, and then decide the 
controverſy in ſuch a drawcanfir manner: firſt to 


agitate your paſſions into a rage; and then de- 


Cline the combat, with telling your wondering 


hearers, that you were {ix feet high, and T (your 
ſappoſed combatant) but two. Does this favour 


of that humility, which is one of rhe diſtinguiſh- 
ingcharacteriſtics of a chriſtian? I have read, -that 
He 70 exalteth himſ+lf" foall be abaſed * and that 
thoſe who meaſtire themjotves by themferties, and 
compare themfeives amon 2 themfelver, AR NOT 

v knows what if is to bt 
the reverſe of 207%. You tell wry a child: 

e 


ti remain 


a a child , in ſimplicity I deſite 5 
* 6 a child 
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à child in knowledge, in NE” of what „ 
ought to know of God and divine things, J hope 
1 ſhall ever eſteem myſelf— and to be otherwiſe 
than a child, reſpecting that knowledge which 
tends only to puff up, and to cauſe a perſon to 
think himſelf to be ſix foot high, and others 
but two, 1 pray God I never may. Had you 
found me a building houſes with cards, or play- 
ing a ſerious game with thoſe 1 had endeavoured 
to convince of the error of eternal juftification, 
you might, without any further proof, have pro- 
nounced me a child, in the moſt contemptible 
meaning of the word. However, as Mr. T-— 
has already decided this point, 1 ſhall not endea- 
vour to diſprove it. But think you, Sir, that 
he, in whoſe pulpit you have taken ſuch unbe- 
coming liberties, or any other of the eminent, 
faithful, laborious miniſters of Chriſt in this 
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great city, would not have bluſhed, if ſuch a 
cCompariſon of themſelves with the moſt ignorant 
Il Þ of their congregations had inadvertently dropt 
from their lips? If you have no modeſty of this 
hit ſort remaining, many of thoſe who call them- 
10 felves your faſt friends have, and were ready 


1 to bluſh for you. The minute while I am wri- 
| - ting this an anonymous letter is brought me by 
\ + the penny poſt, referring me to Iſaiah xvi. 6. 
whether from a friend or an enemy, I cannot 
tell; or whether the paſſage be moſt applicable 
to me or you, is not for me to determine. 
1 Modeſty forbids me to ſay more upon this head: 
it is of too delicate a nature for me to dwell 
= upon. I refer the deciſion thereof to others. 


1 

. | 
And now I come to ſpeak a word or 

lt i two 2a the * itſelt, which has been 
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the improper cauſe of all this controverſy. But 
as it is abroad in the world to ſpeak for itſelf ;. 
and as people will judge for themſelves, (if they 


do not happen to fall under the influence of ſome 
_ overbearing oppoſer of it) I ſhall ſay the leſs about 


it here. As to the compoſition, I never ſtudied. 


brilliancy of ſtyle, or a florid diction : never aimed 
to embelliſh my pages with witty ſtories, to raiſe | 


alaugh or critical or hiſtorical ones, to make the 


ignorant wonder at my great erudition—had 1 


been poſſeſſed of Mr. T y's talents and 


abilities, my vanity,for ought I know, might have 


betrayed me into ſuch a practice. But truth was 
my only object in view. To vindicate which, I. 
could not but endeavour to refute an error which 
ſtood oppoſed to it. This I aimed to do from the 
word of God; knowing it was defenſible from it: 


and defiring that all I write or ſay, may be tried, 
by that unerring rule. Had I quoted the opi-, 
nions of many great and eminent divines*, as 1 


might have done; their authorities might have 


had more influence with ſome Readers than the 
arguments which I have drawn from the word of 


| God: and Mr. T 


y's authority might have 


* 


Calvin and Luther knew nothing of this opinion: but ſtrenu- 
ouſly maintained Fu/tification by faith, and a change of tate thereby. 
The reſt of the Reformers, both at home and abroad, ( Beza only © 
excepted) were of the ſame mind. In the laſt century there were 


— 


many eminent men (beſides the Weftminfter Afjembly) who pro- 


feſſedly wrote againſt it; the great Dr. Oæben and Mr. Flavel, in 


particular. Almoſt the whole Body of the puritan divines eſteemed 
it an error. And in the preſent century, amongſt many others who ' 


rejected it, whoſe names will ever be dear to the church of Chriſt, ' 


were the two Erftines, Boſton, and the excellent Mr. Hervey And 


yet, if a perſon dares, in this wi/e and refined age, to bear his te 


timony to the ſame truths as theſe venerable men contended for, 
he muſt be ſtigmatized for every thing that is baſe and contempt- 
ible,” O tempora! O mores. ! : | 


0 | had 
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had les E perhaps, when ſet in oppoſition 
to theirs. You know, Sir, as well as I, that Ezer- 
nal juſtification, has been always reckoned an 
etror by the generality of orthodox Calviniftic 
divines, in all ages ſince it was firſt broached; 
and that it was generally, if not always, ranked 
amongſt the Antinomian errors too. But Edo 
not infer from thence, that all who hold it are 
Antinomians, in the full ſenſe of the word. 
Many there are, who hold it only ſpeculatively, 
and who are far from being Antinomians in prac- 
tice®. 'F 
There is nothing i in all the pamphlet, which 
affects at all the point inggebate, one way or the 
Other, that I wiſh had not been it it .: yet, if it 
þ 5 could be proved that I have aſſerted any thing 
508 that is contrary to the word of God and df 
gdocctrine, T ſhall readily retract it. But until that 
can be made appear not by farcaſtical declama- 
tion, or by an overbearing, haughty, contempt 
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* 5 1 am very ſorry to find that ſome, who hold this opinion, 
and whom I eſteem very highly, have complained, * that I have 
1 ranked them with a jecł of profeſſed Antinomians of this d 28 
— I by no means intended to intimate that they were like them in 
any other reſpect, than in their holding one error which they 
hold: and my intention in mentionipg it was, to ſhew what other 
deteſtable errors were linked together with it, and to what lengths 
| Prgple: may run, when they get beyond the limits of ne | 
truths 
r Though there is nothing in the pamphlet that eff the r= 
— one way or the other, that I wiſh out of it; yet there 
_ ſome expreſſions, relative to Dr. Gill, that I wiſh had never been in- 
it. The Doctor's character is certainly a very reſpectable one: and. 


| Wd | conbiering his unwearied labours for the benefit of the church of 
1 Chriſt, his uſefulneſs in it, and his great age; though he does hold 
M this error, be certainly deſerved to be ſpoken of with greater vene- 


| ration and reſpect by me, than [ have done particularly i in pages 

ne 10 and 19 of the pamphlet. I very readily, therefore, embrace this 
1 opportunity of acknosledging my fault therein; and, We e | 
10 by any one, aſk the Poctor's * for the ſame. | 1 


Mr. T- 


6bedience to our reformers, as to ſubſcribe to 


vis Vathdvibiie! but—by the word of” me piration; 


T hall always retain my/ opinion, 1 kraft; £ and 


ſhall continue to think, that the affected contempt 


that yon have thrown upon it, is no other than 


tlie effect of diſappointed, enraged inability to 


we er it from the word of God. Lou have, 
mote than once, told us from the pulpit, that no 


„man, nor ſet of men, however great, learned, 


pious, or eminent they may be, have any right to 

lay down rules for others conſciences, or to 
e Fate to them, what they ſhall believe.” bs 
confeſs I can hardly comprehend the meaning of 


ſuch expreſſions: eſpecially when I recolle& that 
—y himſelf has paid ſuch an implicit 


the articles of the Church of England; and has 
publiſhed a vindication of them, and defended a 


ſubſcription to them; in oppolition to thoſe who 


decry ſyſtematical rules of, faith. But I ſu ppoſe 


you meant it in alluſion to what I have t mention- | 


ed, in the preface of the pamphlet, concerning 
the Weſtminſter Aſſembly of divines; who unani- 


F 


mouſly rejected the notion of eternal juſtification. 


So then, if men draw up certain articles of faith, 


which others like, they have a right to do it : but 
if they ſhould happen to put in any thing which 


the others diflike, they have no right to draw 1 up | 
any. Now, Sir, if you think proper to reject kh 


a great number of eminent divines ave delivere 


as their judgment on the word of God, reſp pect- 
ing points of docirine; why ſhould you be: angry 


with thoſe, who reject the judgment of a far leſs 
number? Which thews the greateſt arrogance 


The wiſe man ſays, in the multitude of counſellors 


CE. ". " there 
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1 ig ſa fety, but Mr. T——y ſeems to be of a 
contrary opinion, and to think the greateſt 12 
lies with the few. 
ut ſuppoſing that what bed written, was al- 
together unſound and unſcriptural: would that 
juſtify your late treatment of me? Were there no 
means to be made uſe of, which were more be- 
coming you, and more likely to be effectual for 
convincing me of my error, than thoſe you did 
uſe? Was that, in meekneſs, inſtructing thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves? Was that, putting on, as the 
eleci of God, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs 
of mind, meekneſs, long -ſuffering ; and forbearing 
one another in love? Was that diſcovering the wife 
dom that is from above, which is pure, peaceable, 
gentle, eaſy to be intreated ? Or was there in your 
treatment of me, any traces of that /ove, which 
15 long-ſuffering and Kind; which vaunteth not it- 
fell, and is not puffed up; which is not eafily pro- 
oked ; but beareth all things, and endureth all 
things 2—If the fruits, which you have lately pro- 
duced, are the genuine fruits of the doctrine of 
eternal juſtification, 1 think they do not ſerve to 
recommend it much: and I pray God for ever to 
| Keep me from the root, from which they grow. 
But what have you gained, Sir, by all this? 
ſurely, you could not think either to raiſe, or eſta- 
bliſh your reputation, by the deſtruction of mine: 
a that were equally as improbable, as ignoble, after 
u had repreſented me in ſuch a contemptible 
be. Betas was there not ſomething cruel in 
the attempt, let it ſpring from what motive it 
would, to endeavour to rob me of that little ſhare 
of fame, which as a private perſon, I might (for 
ought you my have had 1 in the circle of mine 
; W 


= 


bf 208 the beſt comment, that "yl miniſter of the goſ⸗ 
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- acquaintance 7 But I have the ſatisfaction to think | 


that thoſe who know me truly, will not eſteem 


me the leſs, for what you have faid of me: and 


as for thoſe who are weathercocks in friendſhip, as 

they may be in religion, or any other thing ; - and 
who are governed more by caprice and prejudice, 
than by reaſon, or ſound judgment ; the loſs of 


ſuch, cannot affect me much. It may prove a ſift- 


ing time, in regard to my friends: but as you lately 
obſerved upon another occaſion, when corn is 


* ſifted in a ſieve, the chaff is ſure to get upper= 
* moſt”—and ſurely, the ſooner it be blown 


aueh, the better; for it only hides the real corn. 
It is with the greateſt reluctance, that I take 
"this method of vindicating myſelf: and had I not 
been compelled to it, by a regard to the honour 
of the cauſe of Chriſt and his goſpel, I ſhould 
not have dong it. I think I have not only aright 
to do it, but ſcripture authority for it alſo. The 
apoſtle Paul, told the Coloflian converts to jay s 
Arcbippus, Take heed to the miniſtry, which thou 
+ baft received in the Lord, that thou fulfill it.— 
Now think you, Sir, if Archippus had forſaken | 


the. truth, and bezun to introduce errors amongſt 


the people; or had aQed unworthy of his office; 


they would rot have had a ſufficient authority 
from the Apoſtle to haye admoniſhed him of tlie 
ſame ? Or can you ſuppoſe that Archippus, or the 
Poſtie Paul himſelf, would have treated one af 

- their hearers, who had done no more than I have 
done, in the ſame unchriſtian manner as you have 
treated me? In vain do men pretend to a faith, 

which worketh by ve, while they diſcover them- 
ſelves to be actuated by a ſpirit, the moſt remote 
from it. A correſpondent life and converſation 


a vel 


— as ws os wy . 
1 
radi err » Agro A — 


2 
* * 2 * bon * 4 
2 . \ : 7 
- — — — - * * 2 — —— * _ Po” 
e 


. 
$I 4 
OTF RO NS 


( L  Þ | — 
pel can give upon the ton he  precelivs; Aft 
dit not know thro” grace, by my own happy ex- 

perience, that religion was à real thing, I Thould 

e led. to doubt the teality of it; by Hearing it only 
from one whoſe conduct givesthel ** his tongue. 
But, glory be to God, amidſt all the noiſe and 
buſtle, contentions and diſputes, that there are in 
the world about religion, there are a har ppy few, 
who have not only the form of godllnelb, but the 
power thereo who are Chriſtians, | not only in 


word, and 1 tongue, but in deed, and in truth. — 


1 would willingly hope the ſame things of 5 you, | 


Sir, though I thus freely ſpeak. But unleſs you 


have a little more erat to your ſpirit and your 


conduct, I fear you will not be honouted to the 


5 bringing many to the 3 of God: but 


will have reaſon to complain, | 


at you have ſpent 
your ſtrength for nought, and in vain. For not- 


withſtanding the gifts you poſſeſs; yea, though ou. 


knew all myſteries, and had all knowledge ; yet, re- 
ſpecting real uſefulneſs in the chvtecke of Chriſt, © 
you may {till be no more than 45 ſounding braſs, or” 
a tinkling cymbal. We may diſcover the ſhadow, 
the deep-read ſcholar, and the expert logician: 
but the /u5/zance—the Chriſtian, and the miniſter 
may be wanting. | 
Theſe may be diſagreeable truths to you, Sir, 


but truths they are: and if you are not led to ſee. 


that you are carried away at preſent, with your 
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new popularity, and that to profit thoſe who hear 


you, is ſomething more than to pleaſe them; God 


may cauſe your gifts to wither; and you may re- 
nt, too late, your having uſed them no more to 
17 glory. If this hint ſhould lead you to any cloſe | 


attention to this matter; you will not repent your 


having received it from a child, 


* 23 5 ö 


The common enemies of the cant * Chriſt | 


may be (as one excellentlyobſerves) © crying, aha! 


chile they are warming themſelves by the fire. 


© of our contentions and diſputes :” for which rea- 


ſon I heartily wiſh and pray, that a ſpeedy end 


may be put to them. And had Ithought it would 
have conduced to the glory of God, I ſhould have 


remained filent, 1 all the obloquy. and con- 
tempt you have caſt upon me; and not have 
made you this reply. But I thought other wiſe: 


that a public charge, required a public anſiber.— 


Paul rebuked Peter before tbem all, it is ſaid: all, 


before whom he had done wrong; not regarding 


* N 
* 
. : 


the conſequence, when the honour of the Goſpel 
Was at ſtake. Think not, Sir, that I allude to this 
paſſage, with any view to a compariſon between 
the perſons: the circumſtance, not the perſons, is 
what I had in view. If the fault lies on my fide, 
I deſire to be convinced of it: and when convinced 
ofit, Mr. T- 


y, ſhould: ſee that I can put my- 
ſelf as low, as much under his feet, as he has lately 
repreſented me to be already: and that I am more 


ready to acknowledge a fault, than commit one.— 
But until ſuch a diſcovery be made to me, you 


muſt excuſe me, Sir, if I 10 far hold faſt my inte- 


grity, as to maintain before the world, that you, 


not J, have been the aggreſſor. Yet permit me, 
to declare at the ſame time, that I have not the 


leaſt —— ill-will, or reſentment, towards Mr. 


Tm for Ethink 1 can diſtinguiſh in my 


heart, as "wall 48 my judgment, between the man 


and his actions ; and while I cendemn, or diſap- 
prove the one, can love the other. Nor is there a 


man upon the earth, however groſly he may have 


offended me, but what, upon his return from his 
5 hoſtile 
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hole behaviour, | could freely forgive: nd 


ge e h 
ve him to my arms, to my boſom. 
. 


| 2 
6971011 b. it in the ſtyle and. character of a chriſ- 


tſan: nd ot in order to widen. the breach—but to 
heal it. 1 he mbar to which I mean to chal- 


lenge you, Sir, is briefly this Let us ſtrive which 
thaſl pray 175 ind love the other moſt, and think 


the lovelieſt of! bY um ſelf; and which ſhall ſhew forth 


moſt, according to our reſpective ſtations, the . 
praiſes of him, who hath called us out of dark- 
neſs, into his morvellons light This would | be 


the moſt Ei: :eaual way to diſappoint all 
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the only 40 vantage leit from our preſent contention. 


That vou may be watered abundantly with that 
gtec e, V her-by vou may be enabled to water others; 
and chat laving finiched your courſe with joy, and 
the miniſtr. 5 you hive received; an nt the may . 


be Mit ed unto vou abundaatly, into t ie <Jng 2 
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Reverend Sir, 
= 


* 


Your moſt obedient; 


i Tumbie Servant, 


The Author, &c. 


e aeferving, or capable of friendlhip, could 


F Leforc I conclude my. letter, have ane challenge 
wore to give you, Sir: not in the ſtyle or character 
Fa knight arraut, or of a more modern nan of 


} 


